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VOTE YES  ON HB  1516  SA2:   
SP O NS ORS :  RE P RE S E N T AT IV E  FLO W E RS  –  B R AD Y  –  F E IG E N HO L T Z  –  F O RD  –  HE R N AN DE Z ,  I V E S ,  W E L CH ,  
M AY F IE L D ,  M .  D AV IS ,  W .  D A V IS ,  D UN KI N ,  S O T O ,  C AS S I D Y ,  C .  M I T CHE L L ,  TU RNE R ,  L IL L Y ,  W I L L I AM S ,  
GO L AR ,  B E R RI OS ,  G ABE L ,  R I LE Y ,  J ONE S ,  CH AP A L AV I A ,  E V ANS ,  M AR T W I CK ,  J AK OBS S O N ,  F I NE ,  
C AB E L LO ,  GO RD O N -B O O TH ,  B .  M I T CHE L L ,  S IM S ,  M O Y L AN ,  W HE E LE R ,  AN T HO N Y ,  J ACK S O N S R .  
 
RE S T O RAT IO N  O F  AD U LT  DE N T AL IN  T H E  ST AT E ’S  ME D IC A ID  PRO G R AM  
 
 
THE PROBLEM: Dental services in the state’s Medicaid program were cut for adults in 2012.  
 
 Traditionally Illinois covered non-emergency adult dental services in Medicaid. However, Illinois 
eliminated these services as a Medicaid benefit for most adults in the Save Medicaid Access & 
Resources Together (SMART) Act, public act 097-0689 in 2012.  
  
 Pew Center on the States estimates that preventable dental conditions were the primary diagnosis 
in 830,590 visits to the emergency room (ER) nationwide in 2009, a 16% increase from 2006. 
 
 It cost the healthcare system anywhere from $867 million to $2.1 billion to treat dental conditions 
in hospital ERs in 2010. 
 
 In-patient ER treatment for dental problems averaged $6,498, compared with the cost of 
preventive care in a dentist’s office which averaged $660. This is nearly 10 times more 
expensive than the cost of preventive care delivered in a dentist’s office. 
 
 From 2008 to 2011, Illinois hospitals in the Chicago metropolitan area had nearly 77,000 
emergency or other types of patient visits for non-injury, dental related ailments. 
 
 Illinois is currently leaving money on the table, not taking full advantage of the one-to-one 
federal matching dollars to provide basic dental benefits to adults.  Individuals with no dental 
coverage will be forced to use ER settings and the state will be required to cover the cost.  It is 
estimated when California eliminated its adult dental coverage in 2009, the state lost 
approximately $134 million in federal match Medicaid funding. In addition, with the multiplier 
effect, the cut to adult dental care cost California more than $500 million, including loss of jobs, 
wages and business activity.  
 
 Linkage to dental care avoids costly reconstructive and invasive surgeries and the need to 
seek high cost emergency treatment. Also research shows that access to regular dental care is 
critical to help detect and diagnose early manifestations of osteoporosis, certain cancers, eating 
disorders, substance abuse, and HIV infection and progression to AIDS, all which result in better 
outcomes and lower costs if identified and treated early.  
 
   WHAT HB1516 SA2 DOES: Fully restores dental services for adults under Medicaid.  
 
 Requires Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (DHFS) to restore dental 
services as a benefit for adults in the Medicaid program.   
 
   HOW MUCH DOES HB 1516 SA2 COST: . 
 HFS estimated that restoration of adult dental services would be budget neutral, or requires no 
appropriations for the remainder of FY14. 
 
 Illinois will receive federal matching funds (50% match) for these services when they start in 
2014, and 100% match for those newly eligible for Medicaid (e.g Medicaid Expansion 
population) in 2014
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